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What Is the Matter With Our
Colleges and Universities?

By HAROLD T. CHASE

AfANY complaints
IwJL regarding our col-
leges have come to Ike
Dearborn Independent
during the past year.

Some hold that the
professors are not paid
enough, some that they
get too much, some that
many college professors
are gifting away from
American ideals and
serve the interests of the
powers that prey, some
that more pay and better
professors are the crying
need. At any rate this
article is from a man
sympathetic with college
work but with vision
enough to see conditions.

Mr. Chase has been
editor of l he lopeka,
Kansas, l)aily Capital
(Sen. Capper's paper) for
upward of 25 years and
in that capacity has been
a power in the H est. He
opens up an interesting
subject here.

tionary forces wit-
nessed the practical
value of education,
for the educated
young men quickh
rose out of the ranks,
or obtained commi-MO- OS

at the outset
after a brief training
in the camps. Many
a boy came home
with a new concep-
tion of the worth of
a college training.
And many a boy's
mother or father has

THING unrest as an aftermath of the great
SI teaval of world war is not confined to in-

dustrialism. There is an educational unrest that
jn i ultftf way war accentuated and brought to a
head eacheri in schools, colleges and universities
for tl Mt -- 5 years have been losing prestige. It is a
far cry to the age when the school teacher was a com-
munity leader and the college professor was a sage.
The iwifl advance of industrialism in the last

n has changed this status. The Business
l , forged ahead, and the teacher has been left

behind
A tendency of a well ordered industrial society should

be t ipportioil earnings to services rendered. And in
fad the belie! has spread in this rapid industrial age
th.it 'every man gets what he earns." Luck has some-
time to do with it, and Opportunity, and the rule is not
idvai ed by any of its votaries as rigid and unvarying.
But taking classes or occupations as a whole, the rule
holds, (,r should hold. Test opinion on this principle
and it will be found that men in business pretty gen-
erally hold to the view that compensation is fairly well
proportioned to the value of service rendered. There
is little sympathy for the whiner. Let him hustle and
make himself useful. If a man has anything to offer,
society is anxious to pay him what it is worth. If he

paid, tlie chances are that his contribution to
the i Rimon good is inferior.

It - i logical implication from all this that college
profess ri render a relatively small service, and it is a
tact of I ntBOa observation that the college professor's
exalted Itstttf of former times relatively to other call-
ings and occupations has suffered a very marked de-

cline. Where he was looked up to as an oracle by our
grandparents, he is somewhat patronized by "practical
men" today

A further necessary implication affects the standing
of educated nu n in general. The value of higher educat-
ion, leaving the applied sciences out of account, has
been more and more sharply challenged. The worth
of tin college and university is under suspicion. There
:.!-- ! increasing belief that it is unpractical, that
i ill overrated, a fetish. So, if the college pro-fe- tl

vraget have relatively declined to a plane with
thssc of the mechanic and far below those of the
small merchant and clever salesman or saleswoman, is
it not a true reflection of the relative value to the com

munity of higher education? The trusteeship of col-
leges had come into the hands of business men. who
knew values.

There was unrest accordingly in the colleges. Fac-
ulty demands were being heard for higher considera-
tion not only in pay, but in the conduct and control
of the college. At several points, at Cornell, in Cali-
fornia University, Pennsylvania, Vale and other insti-
tutions, faculty recognition became an open issue. In
several instances faculty recognition to some extentwas accorded. It was plainly the sense of the profes
sorial mind that in the restoration of the teacher to
something of his former relative status other things
were necessary than adequate or increased compensa-
tion.

The effect of the war upon the relative status of
the college professor has been marked. For war call. .1

upon the whole community, upon every class and all
individuals for their peculiar contribution. "What can
you do?" was the question the government asked of all,
and each asked himself. And it was found what the
college professor could do. From the halls of learn-
ing he went out to serve the common good in one
capacity or another suited to his training and abih-- v

And now college and university president! are being
heard from, complaining of heavy losses. Faculty
members having gone out into the service of the na-
tion, have failed 10 return. Private employment has
mapped them up. at wages so vastly greater than they
had received that, as the chancellor of one great uni-
versity has declared, "they are leaving in droves."

Meantime the unrest among educators in harness
continues and they press their demands for recogni-
tion, for a better position. Many leading universities,
unable to pay demanded wages to their teaching force,
are campaigning for great additional endowments. The
pay of the educator is to be higher than it has ever been.

But even so, can the college professor be held?
Having proven his earning capacity, will he be satis-
fied with a small increase in his remuneration, such as
colleges at present can pay?

So among the upheavals that war has strangely ef-

fected, few promise to be more startling than those in
higher education. For while the supply of college pro-
fessors has been depleted the demand lias received also
from the war a notable accretion. Boys in the expedi- -

had the experience of
a friend of mine.
whose sn had chafed in high school, barely made his
grades, and continually begged to be permitted to quit
ichool and "get to work." The war came and he
promptly enlisted and was among the earliest to ar-
rive m France. His first word when he returned, in
spite of the lost tWO years, was: "Mother. 1 am going
to have a college education. I have found OUl what it
is worth." The colleges and universities are crowded
as they never were before with students. The demand
for the professors' services has suddenly enlarged.

If by the law of demand and supply it is discovered
that to replenish our colleges and to keep them sup-
plied with tea. hers of the highest training and skill and
idealism, the pay of the college professor in a few years
must be increased so that he will be mi a plane uith
the most efficient industrial class, credit must DC given
to the war. And just as the underpayment of the
teacher and idealist in an industrial era disparaged him
as a factor in the community, lowered his status and
brought down respect for education and the judgments
of educated men. so his restoration as a seer and
leader, a higher esteem of educated opinion, will fol-

low the very substantial relative increase in his pay.
And educated opinion, founded on the study of the
past, on knowledge of the principles of science and on
the wide training of the mind, will be needed by a
world facing new times, and bent on a nobler order
than that which broke down in 1914.

Dark Outlook in Ireland
Dublin, Ireland, Nov. (By Mail).

position in Ireland today
Til!, of unexampled difficulty.

ng as politics were regul-
arly i itituted with two well -- defined

protagonists facing one an-
other, h with a clear-cu- t. well
undert- rj policy, it was possible to
onderttand the situation.

Today we have reached a point
little r d from chaos.

Whl two parties, the Home Rule

This policy of drift has, however,
run its course. It will no longer
save the English statesman who i

charged with Irish affairs. The time
has arrived when something must
be done.

But the tragedv oi it is that while
the policy of drift effectively tared
English statesmen in the past it has
produced only bitterness and resent-
ment in Ireland and incidentally it
has hardened the price at which set-

tlement can now be purchased. There

By HUGH CURRAN

the British connection and set itself up as an inde-
pendent republic.

The further step of inviting a foreign power to
join Ireland in attacking and destroying England would
be only a matter of time. England foresees all this
quite clearly and has her mind made up. Obviously
there can be no concession of independence to Ireland.
But that does not say that Ireland must not get any
concession. In this matter of Ireland, England's con-

science is not easy. She is conscious of wrongs com-
mitted in the past, of reparation long overdue, and to
her credit it may be said that periodically her qualms
make her realize the urgency of some reform. At
times she even looks as if she meant business. But
the line of least resistance has invariably won the day.
It was easier to let things alone than to provoke the
hornets' nest of reaction, and get stung in the process.

party ai ! the Anti-Hom- e Rule party,
the loveri men! was perfectly happy.
It pla up to each by turns. Now it made a
pretensi I preparing to give Home Rule, and now it
tound a rctext for not giving it. Nothing was done
and so the contending parties were kept on the alert,
rta,'v ' -- itch each other's throats. That was the
Position inch seemed to suit the government best.
''l- this basis it has been able to carry on for

a Wftf ti ie. if not successfully, at all events without
My actual crash. The Home Rule party always claimed
to be the verge of success, but the Anti-Hom- e

lll iriably won the day when the crucial mo-
ment arrived

Sail mism, which has supplanted the old Home
Kule id has upset all old theories. Sickened by the
fepeate i failures of many years, the Home Rulers
n.ve I I over tn maris to the Sinn Feiners, and
nis bodj mow no longer asks for concessions but

The process by which England lst the American
colonies ia now in operation in regard to Ireland," was

lion Ol a leading publicist the other day.
snJj Americana had the advantage of tackling the
rwem when it was young and so succeeded in solv-2j- j

jt without much difficulty. In Ireland it has been
thWtu' 10 v:n,w Snd centuries of occupation, even
"Kh disturbed by sporadic outbursts of rebellion,

UD$Ct 3 f()Undation which it will be difficult to
k

Sin
r nit ,mI,nsihle by any means. The policy of

r
n il( 1,1 today will burst the connection bet SICCA

Posit' ,ain and Ireland and raise Ireland to the
as" .i Self-gove- rn ing and independent state, such

SL hviotti nature intended her to be."
. . . .1 Mr ,1 t i--

is little doubt that if the Heme Rule
Act which was placed on the Statute Book at the begin-
ning of the war had been put in operation instead "t be-

ing hung up, Nationalist Ireland would have been pre-
served in its spirit of good will toward England. Instead,
a in oil vicious thing was allowed to happen. The Na-
tionalists were encouraged in the idea that the Home
Rule Act was placed on the Statute Book and if Na-
tionalist Ireland recruited liberally and sent a fair quota
to the war, the act would never be removed from the
Statute Book.

Ulster Unionists, at the same time, were encouraged
in the idea that a loyal response to call for men be-

fore the war would assure Ulster that the Home Rule
Act should never be put in operation and these two
mutually destructive ideas were allowed to grow. The
Nationalists, at the bidding of John Redmond, recruited
liberally. The Unionists also recruited liberally. The
Coalition Government was formed and the leader of the
Ulster Unionists, Sir Edward Carson, was given high
office in the cabinet. Erom that moment suspicion grew ;

it had its fruition in the 1916 rebellion, and it was
further manifested in the election of December of
last year when Sinn Feinism swept the old consti-
tutional nationalism out of existence.

At the moment the British Government is torn b
two forces in regard to Ireland. There is the urgent
need of settlement, and there is the still more urgent
need of substituting law and order for the present
seething lawlessness. The latter, according to Lord
French, must come first. But no appeal to the present
turbulent population which merely promises an in-

effective Home Rule Bill will be the least avail. The
country has been worked up to the idea that it has
now got England "on the run"; that her clearing out
of the country bag and bagg. is merely a matter of
days or weeks. Consequently the king's writ is still
obstructed, and the production of the government's
plans for settlement is delayed. The "army of occupa-
tion'' is still In the country to the number of 60.(('
Repress!! measures are constant and far-reachin- g, but
there is no sign of a change of disposition on the part
of Sinn Fein. The deadlock continues, with its dead-
ening and dangerous effects. Such a situation is not
alone inimical to progress and development, but it is
highly dangerous. That it may pass without a terrible
and disastrous explosion is all that one can hope for

How the old world would improve if men really

knew all the things they pretend to know and women
did not know all the things they pretend not to know.

Nine times out of ten the first thing to turn up for
the man who is always waiting for something to turn
up is the sod in the cemetery.

Many a woman is having a beautiful dream about

frills while her husband is having a nightmare about

bills!

Prohibition was necessary because so many objected
to temperance, thinking that it meant total abstinence.

No man ever acquired wealth through his own ef-fo- rtl

until he made a hobby of his business.

The happiest people in the world are they who have

to live within their means

. - ..iugy Dei ween Ireland and .America is per
i ii'.t eXtUtv elear. Moreover, it niav be doubted

that I V Wou be desirable, even if it were possible,
tond It '

shou,tl C0tni quite independent of Eng-(jrj- v

,,s eaer to understand the reasons which have
flfma I

i ,naj"rity ! the Irish people to make this
bility v ,n t0 amiit either its feasibility or desira-hc- r

L i
,lw aml c""t for strategic reasons relinquish

ettibli h
n Irr,an(l-

- She cannot permit the possible
To Ar

nt of an enemy on her western seaboard
hostile tS n,d be to court destruction An Ireland
self-d-

v ,1K,and. as it is today, granted the right of
termination, would inevitably separate itself fro


